
the pumpkin carving was fun, 
he enjoyed another aspect even 
more, “I absolutely love pumpkin 
seeds so I am on a quest to take 
as many as I can, go home, and 
bake all of them, eat them, maybe 
bring some for other people so 
I can be nice, but probably all 
for me!”

“ P u m p k i n  c a r v i n g  i s  a 
tradition,” said Foote, “And it’s 
neat to be able to find a way to 
tie that into school and to tie that 
into a curriculum, and then to 
have the support of the district 
and the support of our school to 
be able to do it is awesome.”
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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

Food art and fine art go head to head

Stuff the Bus!
T h e  B e t h e l 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Department will host 
its annual “Stuff the 
Bus” event Saturday, 
Dec. 6, at WalMart on 
Mountain Highway 
and Fred Meyer on 
Meridian.  Staff will be 
accepting donations 
of clothing, toys, 
food and gift cards to 
help families in need 
during the holiday 
season.  Buses will 
be parked at both 
locations between 
8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  
Come by, say hello 
and help support 
local families during 
the holiday season!

Every Halloween, teachers 
Lennie Foster and Shawn Foote 
host Challenger High School’s 
Pumpkin Car ving Contest.  
Foster, who teaches culinary arts, 
and Foote, who teaches visual 
arts, bring their classes together 
to put their student’s creativity 
to the test, meshing  food art and 
fine art into a curriculum-based 
week of fun.

“Culinary arts is using their 
knife skills because that’s what 
they’re learning, we’re using our 
visual arts skills,” said senior 
Elayna Moeller.  “Two classes are 
combining together just to have 
a fun time.”

Foster’s culinary arts kitchen 
was filled with 140 pumpkins and 
he was quick to point out that this 
exercise was different than your 
traditional Halloween pumpkin 
carving.  “This is way more than 
Jack-O-Lanterns, we’re not just 
punching holes and putting a 
candle in there.  This is food art 
incorporated with fine arts.

Students first put their ideas 
on paper before transferring their 
design ideas to the pumpkin.  
“This is just a huge chance 
for the students to show their 
creativity and skill,” said Foster.  
Foote agreed, “We’re trying to get 
students to come up with ideas, 
and then to take those ideas and 
expand on them and watch that 
idea evolve.”

Moeller’s pumpkin had a 
long stem so she decided to 
turn it into a narwhal.  Other 
students incorporated more 
vegetables into their designs.  
“I look forward to the problem 
solving on this,” said Foster.  
“Students draw this picture and 
they go, ‘How do I do that?  How 

do I make that happen?’”  As he 
watched broccoli become alien 
antennae, Foster smiled.  “That’s 
cool  because now you’re pushing 
boundaries, you’re expanding 
creativity.  And then they just get 
ideas and you let them roll.”

Foote really enjoyed the 
way the creativity increased 
some student’s perceptions of 
themselves and their work.  “A 
lot of them are better than they 
think.  So just getting that success 
is kind of an achievement.”

This is Foote and Foster’s sixth 
year of team teaching during the 
week leading up to Halloween.  
For both of them it’s something 
to look forward to, professionally 

and personally.  “We learn from 
each other so much,” said Foster.  
“I look around the room and I see 
him connecting with students 
that I’m trying to figure out, how 
do I make that extra step?”

“The collaborative aspects 
really start to feed on each 
other and you can bolster the 
educational impact that you’re 
going for because you have two 
different views of it,” said Foote.  
“It’s also a nice break from the 
daily solitude of being a teacher 
in your own classroom.  To be 
able to be with somebody else is 
a lot of fun too.”

Nick Nelson is a junior at 
Challenger, and while he said 

project.  “I haven’t actually done 
something like this before, so I’m 
super excited to have my work 
out on display on the governor’s 
Christmas tree.  We were one 
of the six classes chosen in the 
entire state, so I feel honored.”

Louise Edlund is a junior at 
GKHS.  She’s also an exchange 
student from Sweden.  She said 
the artistic classes offered here 
are something she loves.  “In 
Sweden I have a lot of math 
and biology and stuff.  Here in 
America I have more creative 
classes like jewelry.  It’s just fun 
making things and I can actually 
use them afterwards.”

Once the ornaments go to 
Olympia the students won’t 
see them again.  “They don’t 
ever get their ornaments back,” 
said Buckle.  “They go into an 
archived collection and the 
students each get a certificate of 
appreciation for contributing to 
the tree.”

Buckle is a metalsmith with 
16 years experience.  This is 
her second year teaching in 
the Bethel School District.  She 
says her class at GKHS teaches 
students a variety of skills, 
“They’re learning metal piercing, 
wire wrapping, wire weaving, 
and soldering.  They’re basically 
learning to make things from 
nothing but raw material.”

To see a video of the students 
working on their ornaments, 
c h e c k  o u t  o u r  Yo u Tu b e 
channel at www.youtube.com/
bethelschools.

Challenger High School students from the visual arts and culinary arts classes teamed up for the school’s 
annual pumpkin carving competition.

Sophomore Kate Calvillo was one of the students at GKHS that made 
ornaments for the governor’s Christmas tree.

GKHS students’ ornaments adorn governor’s Christmas tree
On a normal day, students in 

Jennifer Buckle’s metal jewelry 
design class are making things to 
wear.  But this is no ordinary day.  
This year, the class at Graham-
Kapowsin High School was 
selected to make ornaments for 
the Governor’s Christmas tree.

“It’s a true honor to be chosen.  
I literally was jumping up and 
down” said Buckle.  “They chose 
six schools across the state to 
help decorate the Christmas 
tree in the governor’s mansion 
in Olympia.  So we’re giving it a 
shot with some sheet metal and 
some saws.  I’m using available 
classroom materials,  extra 
resources we have left over from 
previous projects.”

T h i s  y e a r ’s  o r n a m e n t 
theme was birds.  The only 
other stipulation was that the 
ornaments be smaller than 3x5.  
“The students each got to pick 
their own bird,” said Buckle.  
“Then they cut them out and 
rubber cemented them on to 
some sheet metal and they’re 
actually sawing those out.  When 
they’re done with the actual form 
of the bird, we’ll glue on little flat 
back crystals for the eyes and 
they’ll use damping tools, which 
create dents, to create patterns in 
their birds to make the birds their 
own.  We’ll drill holes in the birds 
for the string and they’ll be able 
to adorn the string with some 
beads just to finish it off and give 
it some more glitz.”

Students like freshman Ivy 
Thayer are excited about the 

Student artists draw “selfies” at Frederickson Elem.

Student artists at Frederickson Elementary brought the 
idea of the self portrait into the digital age!  #selfies

STOP 
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Missy Widmann teaches 
a n a t o m y  a n d  p h y s i o l o g y 
a t  S p a n a w a y  L a k e  H i g h 
School.  This year, as a part 
of the Digital Learning pilot 
program, her classroom has 
gotten a technological makeover, 
something she said has helped 
her with student engagement.  

“ T h e  g o a l  w i t h  s t u d e n t 
engagement has always been 
100%, and I always felt like I fell 
short of that,” said Widmann.  “I 
would try Brain Breaks, I would 
try walking around and getting 
kids on task, but ultimately I 
always had kids pulling out cell 
phones, being distracted by 
other work, having their own 
conversations, and it was really 
hard to control.”

Now, with iPads in hand, all 

her students are laser-focused, 
which allows her to check in with 
students on an individual basis.  
“If one student has a question, 
other students are still working 
on their projects or working 
online and it allows me to go do 
one-on-one work with that one 
student that needs that extra 
help.”

Her classroom has a case full of 
iPads, but students are also able 
to use their own devices if they’re 
more comfortable with that.  And 
with a lot of the work happening 
online, Widmann said that makes 
the transition to homework that 
much easier.  “Students are also 
able to work from home, allowing 
them to contact me through 
email and then when they come 
in, any questions that they had 

we can review one-on-one for 
that lesson.”

Widmann is trying out a 
number of different programs, 
“I’m still playing around with 
many different things,” said 
Widmann,  “but  r ight  now 
Socrative and Educreations 
have been my most successful 
experiences thus far.”

“Digital Learning has changed 
the way that I teach,” said 
Widmann.  “The nice thing about 
technology is that assessment 
drives the instruction, so one day 
you give a lesson, you test them 
on Socrative and it shows you 
right there what needs to happen 
for the next day in order for you 
to make sure that all students get 
the content.”

Widmann’s World – A Digital Learning Profile

Students in Missy Widmann’s anatomy and physiology class at Spanaway 
Lake High School are among the many who are involved in this year’s 
Digital Learning pilot program.

CHS students kick off the giving season!
Students at Challenger High 

School wanted to give back to 
their community and chose 
to focus on the homeless in 
our area.   Alison Von Stein, a 
counselor at Challenger, said it 
was the leadership students that 
got the ball rolling.  “I did a survey 
at the beginning of the year and 
asked them how they wanted 
to serve the community and 
serve the school.  The number 
one answer was to serve the 
homeless, so we started with this 
challenge to address that need.  
And what better way to address it 
than in our own backyard?”

Students and staff collected 
Cup Noodles, granola bars, 
peanut butter and jelly; food 
that is distributed every day at 
the Bethel Family Center. Von 
Stein said the classes competed 

to see who could bring in the 
most.  “Chris Nelson, our CTE 
math teacher, encouraged his 
advisory students by saying he 
would match the items brought 
in,” she said. “We also had a ton 
of donations from the Learning 
Success Academy; they’re on our 
campus.  They’re not technically 
Challenger students but they 
participate in a number of 
Challenger activities.”

School social worker Patty 
Bunnell said the drive couldn’t 
have come at a better time.  
“We’re now well  underway 
into the school year, and we’ve 
identified a number of students 
who are homeless, who don’t 
have adequate food at home.  
Sometimes the Cup Noodles 
are needed because maybe the 
student forgot their lunch money, 

they don’t have lunch money, or 
their parent hasn’t filled out the 
free and reduced lunch form.  
It’s a variety of situations and 
it’s very helpful just to have that 
quick food.”

In total, 480 food items were 
donated in the week-long 
challenge.  That’s 300 Cup 
Noodles, 138 granola bars, 17 
jars of peanut butter and 5 jars 
of jelly.  Chris Nelson’s advisory 
class won the challenge for the 
AM classes and the Learning 
Success Academy won for the 
afternoon classes.

“It’s a heartwarming project, 
I love it!” said Bunnell.  “I think 
it’s great for our students.  They 
always want to help people, but 
they don’t always know how to 
do it.”

You can help too!  If you’d like 
(Left to right) Alison Von Stein, Willow Reuther, Shania Johnston, 
Madeleine Martin, Chris Nelson, Johnathen Aguon

H o l l y w o o d  c o m e s  t o  B e t h e l
Actor Donnell Turner may 

not be a face you immediately 
recognize, but no doubt you’ve 
seen him before.  Over the past 
13 years he’s popped up on shows 
including, E.R., CSI, 2 Broke Girls, 
Criminal Minds and Days of Our 
Lives.  As he puts it, “Twenty TV 
shows, eight commercials and 
half a dozen films later, here 
I am.”  That’s an impressive 
list of credits for anyone, but 
Turner had a lot of things working 
against his success.

“I left school when I was in 
my senior year, and I lived in my 
car,” he said to the room full of 
students at Bethel’s Acceleration 
Academy.  Turner talked about 
s t e a l i n g  m o t o rc y c l e s  a n d 
spending time in jail, but he 
said, “I am not defined by my 
mistakes.  It’s never too late to 
course correct.”

Bethel’s Acceleration Academy 
is a high school reengagement 
program that allows students 
who have dropped out of school 
for one reason or another to 
collect credits towards their goal 
of a high school diploma.  “In 
addition to that we set them on a 
career path,” said Lisa Bowman-
Mackl in,  the Accelerat ion 
Academy’s principal.  “This 
program, it’s cutting edge.  We 
work to eliminate the barriers 
so these kids can be successful.”

Turner’s own success came 

after he returned to school, “I 
found my way back to get my 
high school diploma and then 
to work my way out of my car 
and to pursue what I really love, 
which was acting.  I did theater 
and studied theater arts in 
college and learned a little bit 
more about my craft.  I made 
the move to LA, jumped in the 
rat race and I’m blessed to be 
working.  I’m one of the lucky 
ones.”

But he was quick to say that 
luck smells a lot like perspiration, 
and that there’s nothing wrong 
with hard work.  “I consciously 
dove into an industry that has a 
97% unemployment rate.”

Turner has family in Tacoma, 
and the last time he visited 
he had recently been an extra 
on E.R.  “I was a doctor in the 
background, never said a word!  
But I was prominent because 
I was one of the taller African-
Americans in a doctor’s outfit, 
which meant I got a lot of 
attention.  I came to Washington 
and I signed autographs after 
church for 20 minutes!   I 
remember thinking ‘This is 
weird, you all haven’t even heard 
me speak yet!’”

Along with television and 
film, Turner also does a lot of 
commercial work.  Later this 
year you’ll see him in AT&T’s 
latest U-Verse ad.  He’s also 

the 2015 Mercedes Benz C-Class 
spokesman.

Tu r n e r  s p e n t  m o r e  t h a n 
two hours at the Acceleration 
Academy talking with students and 
encouraging them to pursue their 
dreams.  “There’s no prescribed 
path, so everyone’s journey is 
different.  Just make sure your 
actions are in line with your dreams 
and your character.” 

to collect items to donate to the 
Bethel Family Center, please call 
Patty Bunnell at 253.683.6854 to 

find out the current needs and 
when best to drop them by.

(Left to right) Students Madison Merritt, Samantha Cooper, and Maria Aguilar were among the many who got to 
meet actor Donnell Turner during his two-hour visit to Bethel’s Acceleration Academy.

And once students realized 
their dreams Turner encouraged 
them to keep working hard, 
“There’s  always somebody 
younger that can take your job, 
so don’t get comfortable.”

Because of his background, 
Turner has talked to students 
before, encouraging them to 
stay on course and get their 
educations.  “Winning is not a 

singular act, winning is a habit,” 
Turner said, paraphrasing both 
Aristotle and Vince Lombardi.  
“Whatever your dream is, go for 
it ... but let’s be realistic.  Know 
your limitations.  Let’s be real 
with ourselves and find that thing 
that you’re passionate about, and 
go full head of steam.  Don’t let 
anybody stop you.”
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I N  B R I E FWhat about 
B.O.B.?

The Bethel Outreach Bus, or 
B.O.B., may not look like much 
yet, but soon he’ll be out and 
about in the community thanks 
to the help of some Challenger 
High School students.

L e a d e r s h i p  s t u d e n t s  a t 
C h a l l e n g e r  w e r e  l o o k i n g 
for some community service 
projects to sink their teeth into.  
Bethel’s director of community 
connections, Jay Brower, had just 
the project for them.  “What we’re 
doing today is we’re taking off the 
shine from the paint as if you’re 
doing a priming job,” said Brower.  
“So we have students from our 
leadership club at Challenger 
High School who are here to take 
the shine off of it.  When it’s done 
you’ll just see a bus that’s primed 
and ready to go to the painter’s.”

B.O.B. will be painted white 
and given an ample supply of 
decals, not to mention a new 
transmission.  After that, the 
inside will be remodeled as well.  
“We’ll be taking out the seats,” 
said Brower, “and those will be 
replaced with counter space for 
laptop computers and a printer.”

Once B.O.B. gets his makeover, 
this retired Bethel school bus 

will find new life out in our 
communities.   “What we’ll 
be doing is working with the 
different school social workers, 
counselors and principals to 
talk about those communities 
which could use some more 
information about services in 
this area and throughout Pierce 
County, as well as state and 
federal resources,” said Brower.  

He said there are a number 
of organizations really excited 

to meet B.O.B. “Agencies such 
as the United Way, South Sound 
Outreach, Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department,  Pierce 
County Community Connections, 
MultiCare, WIC and even the 
voters division of Pierce County 
have been interested.  And I really 
think it will grow larger and larger 
as time goes on.”

Brower said some organizations 
will simply supply information 
for B.O.B. to deliver, while others 

may ride along, or even caravan 
if they have something to offer, 
like Pacific Lutheran University 
does.  “They have a nursing van 
to provide basic health checks for 
people,” said Brower.  

The idea behind the Bethel 
Outreach Bus came from a United 
Way Community Conversations 
meeting.  A Bethel social worker 
said it would be nice if there 
was an outreach effort into the 
community.

Leadership students at Challenger High School prepare the Bethel Outreach Bus for a new coat of paint.

Ca m b r i d g e  s t u d e n t s 
wanted!

A r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  a 
rigorous academic program 
for your student?  Is  your 
student academically able and 
motivated?  Are you looking to 
help your student prepare for 
college?

Bethel  High School  wi l l 
be hosting an informational 
meeting regarding the Cambridge 
Program on Monday, December 
15, in the auditorium at 7 p.m.

At this meeting information 
about the curricula, student 
and parent expectations, and 
transportation will be discussed.

We will accept approximately 
60 students into our Cambridge 
class.

Again, we are very excited 
about being able to enhance 
students’ understanding of 
subject, encourage independent 
lear ning and constr uctive 
thinking skills – all of which are 
highly prized by universities.

To help us be prepared with 
the correct number of handouts, 
please RSVP with your student’s 
name, and current school to 
kschultz@bethelsd.org.

Help us feed families in need
B e t h e l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t , 

in partnership with Bethel 
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s ,  i s 
challenging businesses and 
members of the community 
to support our campaign to 
feed local families.  Every $20 
donation the campaign receives 
will be used to purchase a turkey 
dinner with all the fixings for a 
family in need.  All proceeds from 
this campaign will go towards 
the purchase of holiday meals.  
To donate, make your check 
payable to “Bethel Community 
Services.”  Be sure to note on 
your check that your donation 
is for the “2014 Holiday Meal 
Fund.”  All contributions are 
tax-deductible.  Checks can be 
mailed or dropped off at Bethel 
Community Services, 18020 B 
Street East, Spanaway, WA 98387.

Substitute bus drivers 
and teachers needed

The Bethel School District is 
seeking substitute bus drivers 
and teachers for the current 
school year.

Substitute bus drivers will be 
responsible for safely driving 
students to and from school 
and special events, maintaining 
orderly student behavior and to 
fuel, wash and sweep the bus.  
Training will be provided.  No 
previous experience is necessary.

Substitute teachers are needed 
for both regular and special 
education classrooms.  Applicants 
must have a Washington state 
teaching certificate, as well 
as a demonstrated ability to 
develop and maintain effective 
c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t , 
successfully employ effective 
teaching methods and be able 
to communicate effectively with 
staff, students and parents from 
diverse cultural backgrounds.

To apply, go to jobs.bethelsd.
org.

National American Indian 
H e r i t a g e  M o n t h

N o v e m b e r  i s  N a t i o n a l 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native Heritage Month.  After 
nearly a century of advocacy, 
this month-long event was 
f irst  recognized through a 
joint resolution by Congress in 
1990.  Now recognized annually 
November is a time to learn more 
about the history and heritage 
of Native American peoples.  
Check out the many wonderful 
education resources at www.
readwritethink.org.

When a child becomes sick, 
a determination must be made 
whether the child should be kept 
home from school.  Staying home 
when sick is an important way to 
help your child heal and prevent 
the spread of germs that cause 
illnesses.

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends that your 
child be kept home if he or she is 
not able to take part in normal 
school activities, the illness 
causes an unsafe or unhealthy 
place for others at school, or 
when the child requires care that 
cannot be managed at school.

Please keep your child home 
from school if they have one or 

more of the following:
•	 Fever of 100.4 or greater 

– a child with a fever over 
100.4 should not be in 
school.  When your child’s 
temperature has remained 
normal (98.6F) for 24 hours 
or more he or she can return 
to school.

•	 Colds/Flu – A child with 
a bad cold; deep, hacking 
c o u g h ;  t h i c k  g re e n i s h 
mucous from nose; or a 
fever should stay home and 
rest in bed.

•	 Vomiting – If your child 
vomits, please keep them 
home for at least 24 hours 
and until they can keep food 

A message to Bethel families from your School Nurses...

Honoring those who served
Students across the district 

took time this month to honor 
the veterans, active duty service 
members and military families 
that make up our community.  
At Naches Trail Elementary, 
music teacher Ursula Kortuem 
has been helping design the 
school’s Veterans Day assembly 
for over a decade.  “The audience 
today was overwhelming, I had 
my first tears when I saw how 
many people came, it was just 
amazing!”

Kortuem wasn’t  the only 
o n e  w h o  n e e d e d  t i s s u e s.  
Throughout the assembly, staff 
and community members could 
be seen drying their eyes as the 
students paid tribute to those 

who serve our country.
“We honor veterans in a 

way that allows music to show 
emotion,” said Kortuem.  “So 
that kids and the audience can 
connect with the music and 
they can have a deeper meaning 
than just singing a patriotic song.  
This way, when the tears flow it’s 
okay.  It’s okay to be a Naches 
Trail family.”

Retired Army Master Sergeant 
Michael Roberts was the guest 
speaker for the event.  He spoke 
to the crowd about the history of 
Veterans Day and what it means 
to him, “Recognition, respect and 
honoring people that need to be 
honored,” he said.  He was also 
quick to point out that we don’t 

in their stomach.
•	 Diarrhea – If your child has 

diarrhea, he or she should 
be at home.  If your child 
has persistent problems 
with vomiting, diarrhea or 
stomachaches you might 
consider consulting your 
doctor.

•	 Pain – A child in pain should 
not be at school or sent to 
school.

•	 Rash – Some rashes such as 
chicken pox or scabies, can 
be highly contagious.  DO 
NOT send a child to school 
with any rash unless your 
doctor has said that it is safe 
to do so.

•	 Open or oozing sores

Other infectious diseases such 
as:
Strep throat
Pink eye
Chicken pox
Measles
Mumps
Whooping cough
Head lice or nits

Please check with the school 
first before your child returns 
to school if he or she has had 
any of these conditions or any 
other,  less-common infectious 
disease.

need to wait for a special day to 
thank a service member for their 
service.  

Larry Barnes is a veteran who has 
been coming to the Naches Trail 
Veterans Day assembly for years.  
“It was a very good program,” he 
said.  “Just watching the kids, it was 
great, very nice.”

Kortuem said she sees the 
sacrifices made by military families 
everyday in her students.  “They’re 
100% truly affected by having 
a family member that might be 
away for a little while and needing 
that extra support.  And I see 
the teachers at Naches Trail just 
wrapping their arms around them.”

Mrs. Borgatti’s third grade class 
poses with veteran Larry Barnes 
after the school’s annual Veterans 
Day assembly.

Zander Kmet, Emma Hansler and Cailin Taylor sing along with their class 
during the annual Veterans Day assembly at Naches Trail Elementary.
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Two lanes:  Cars travelling in both directions must 
stop. 

Two lanes with center turn lane:  Cars travelling in 
the same direction as school bus must stop.  Cars 
travelling in the opposite direction may continue 
driving.

With Bethel’s new stop paddle 
cameras making headlines and 

newscasts across the Puget Sound, we 
thought it would be helpful to drivers to print the 

rules of the road when it comes to passing a school 
bus.

The following is quoted directly from the Washington State 
Department of Licensing Drivers’ Guide (page 3-23):

“You must stop for a school bus that is stopped with its red lights flashing 
whether it is on your side of the road, the opposite side of the road or at an 
intersection you are approaching.
You are not required to stop for a school bus with red lights flashing when the 

stopped school bus is travelling in the opposite direction and the roadway:
• has three or more marked traffic lanes,
• is separated by a median, or
• is separated by a physical barrier.

After the school bus red lights have stopped flashing, watch for children along 
the side of the road and do not proceed until they have completely left the 
roadway.

• You must yield to any transit vehicle (bus) that has signaled and is pulling 
back onto the roadway.
The fine for illegally passing a school bus is $394.”

In an interview with King 5 News, Washington State Patrol Trooper 
Guy Gill said the best practice is to stop if you are not sure of 

the rules.  “You can’t go wrong erroring (sic) on the side of 
caution,” said Gill.

You can read the full King 5 news story at www.
king5.com/story/news/traffic/2014/11/06/

rules-stopping-for-school-bus/18603209/.

Do you know when to stop?

Journalists from all the major local networks came out to cover the unveiling 
of Bethel’s new stop paddle cameras.
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Four lanes with median:  Cars travelling in the 
same direction as school bus must stop.  Cars 
travelling in the opposite direction may continue 
driving.

With Bethel’s new stop paddle 
cameras making headlines and 

newscasts across the Puget Sound, we 
thought it would be helpful to drivers to print the 

rules of the road when it comes to passing a school 
bus.

The following is quoted directly from the Washington State 
Department of Licensing Drivers’ Guide (page 3-23):

“You must stop for a school bus that is stopped with its red lights flashing 
whether it is on your side of the road, the opposite side of the road or at an 
intersection you are approaching.
You are not required to stop for a school bus with red lights flashing when the 

stopped school bus is travelling in the opposite direction and the roadway:
• has three or more marked traffic lanes,
• is separated by a median, or
• is separated by a physical barrier.

After the school bus red lights have stopped flashing, watch for children along 
the side of the road and do not proceed until they have completely left the 
roadway.

• You must yield to any transit vehicle (bus) that has signaled and is pulling 
back onto the roadway.
The fine for illegally passing a school bus is $394.”

In an interview with King 5 News, Washington State Patrol Trooper 
Guy Gill said the best practice is to stop if you are not sure of 

the rules.  “You can’t go wrong erroring (sic) on the side of 
caution,” said Gill.

You can read the full King 5 news story at www.
king5.com/story/news/traffic/2014/11/06/

rules-stopping-for-school-bus/18603209/.

Do you know when to stop?

Four lanes with center turn lane:  Cars travelling in 
the same direction as school bus must stop.  Cars 
travelling in the opposite direction may continue 
driving.

Superintendent Tom Seigel spoke at the press conference regarding the new 
cameras and the importance of student safety in the district.  “The intent is 
to ensure our kids get on and off buses safely,” he said.



When we interviewed Sean McKenzie in October, 
he was in his third month as the principal of 
Naches Trail Elementary.  It’s a new school for 
him after serving for ten years as principal at 
Camas Prairie.

Halloween is tomorrow, what kind of candy do 
you give out to trick-or-treaters?

“I tend to go for the chocolates of all sorts, just 
in case there’s any left over, then I have a legit 
reason to eat it!”

When you trick-or-treated as a kid, what was 
the best costume you wore?

“I was an Air Force kid.  I grew up in England and 
they didn’t celebrate Halloween at that time.  So 
we learned about it from our friends on the base 
and made our own costumes and went around 
asking all our neighbors to, ‘Give us candy or 
money!’ My mom was so mad!  She made us take 
it all back.  As for the costume, I put on a women’s 

swim hat with mittens stuck in it and pretended I was an alien.”

As a principal, what’s the best part of your day?

“Seeing those bright and shiny kids! I come to life when I get to see the kids and the 
teachers; it’s the people part of it that’s the best.”

What do you like best about Naches Trail so far?

“They’re real serious in their purpose of trying to provide the best education possible 
for the kids.  Everybody works so hard and takes it so seriously.”
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Staff Spot light

In the
Spot light

Mark Gray is a parts specialist with Bethel’s 
Transportation department where he’s worked 
for nine years.

What drew you into the automotive industry, 
have you always been a “car guy?”

“My dad owned his own body shop, so I was 
pretty much born and raised in one.  It’s always 
been in my blood.  But I’m  more of a parts 
person than a body work kind of person.”

So you’re a bus guy at work, are you a car guy 
at home?

“Oh yeah.  I work on my own cars, my daughter’s 
cars of course and I help my son out from time 
to time on his.  I’ve taught him some mechanics, 
even though he went into business as a painter 
on the body shop side; he’s pretty good at that.”

What’s the one part in here you’ve never used?

“Actually since I’ve been here, I’ve been 
upgrading the shop and I’ve been surplussing parts that we don’t have vehicles for 
anymore.  Pretty much everything here belongs on a vehicle in this fleet and I’m pretty 
proud of that, that’s been a lot of work.  I take parts seriously; this is what I do.”

What do you like best about your job?

“I’m always busy, kind of like a short-order cook.  I’ve always got my hands going in 
different directions and I like that.”

S
ean M

cK
enzie
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ark Gray

High schools around the district have each selected 
their Daffodil Princesses for the 2015 Daffodil Parade.  
Bailee Towns (GKHS), Taylor Trujillo (SLHS) and 
Ransom Satterlee (BHS) were all named Bethel’s 2015 
Princesses.

The Daffodil Parade is only one event in a whirlwind 
year, which each Princess is completely dedicated to.  
Having been chosen for their leadership and academic 
success, Princesses representing 24 high schools in 
Pierce County commit themselves to community 
service, public appearances and are representatives 
of the communities they come from.

Students selected will compete this spring for the 
Queen’s title and thousands of dollars in scholarships.  
“Shine Your Light with Service” is the theme of the 
82nd annual Daffodil Parade that will take place on 
April 11, 2015.

For more information on upcoming festival events, 
visit http://thedaffodilfestival.org.

A witch, a clown and a ninja walk into a retirement 
community.  It sounds like the start to a joke, but it’s 
an annual occurrence at the Silver Creek Retirement 
Community.  For the past 12 years, Becky duBois has 
brought her Pioneer Valley Elementary choir students to 
Silver Creek to perform a Halloween concert for the seniors 
living there.

“We’ve been going to Silver Creek for quite a long time,” 
said duBois.  “The idea is that, I tell the kids that they have 
a gift, and when they have a gift they need to share it.”

And share they did.  Dressed in their Halloween best, 
the choir brought the sounds of the season to the Silver 
Creek dining room.  “A lot of times people will come to 
Silver Creek at Christmas,” said duBois, “but they don’t 
necessarily come at Halloween.”

The choir sang an extended concert, featuring songs like 
“Halloween Hand Jive,” “Boo Boo Boogie” and “The 12 Days 
of Halloween.”  And this year, duBois said the residents got 
more than just the music.  “This time I had a second grade 
teacher help me make Halloween cards to give out to the 
residents as well.”

“I usually spend my Halloween trick-or-treating and 
stuff,” said fifth grader Kendra O’Brien.  “But I love choir 
so I’d much rather spend it with my friends singing lots of 
songs and helping people enjoy them.”

Fifth grader Kayla McPike agreed and said being able to 
perform with the choir was helping her reach her goals.  
“It teaches me to be a better singer, which is great because 
when I grow up I’m going to be either a singer or a golfer.”

Silver Creek residents were all smiles as the students 
performed.  “They love the costumes, they love the kids, 
they love the music, they seem to really enjoy it,” said 
duBois.  “A lot of people are usually grabbing my arms 
on the way out, ‘Oh, thank you for coming, thank you for 
coming.’  It’s really nice for the kids to see that they can 
bring joy through their music.” 

Choir students deliver 
a  m u s i c a l  t r e a t  t o 
retirement community

Choir students from Pioneer Valley Elementary brought their 
voices and smiles to spread some Halloween spirit at the Silver 
Creek Retirement Community.

Bethel’s high schools announce Daffodil princesses

Graham-Kapowsin princess Bailee Towns and her escort 
Karl Stallman.

Bethel High School’s princess Ransom Satterlee and her 
escort Lorenzo Wallace.

Spanaway Lake High School’s princess Taylor Trujillo and 
her escort Marin Usurelu.



R O C K  T H E  R I D G E !
Thanks to ever yone who 

has been voting daily to help 
Rocky Ridge Elementary win 
the Farmers Insurance $100,000 
contest!  Voting will close at the 
end of November, so there’s still 
time to help “Rock the Ridge!”  
Invite your friends and family 
members to vote daily at www.
thankamillionteachers.com.  
Simply select teacher Elissa 
Dornan and her “Let’s Rock the 
Ridge with Digital Learning” 
proposal.  

T h a n k s  a g a i n  t o  a l l  o u r 
supporters over the past two 
months of voting!

Nelson Elementary Jingle 
Bell Fun Run

Nelson Elementary invites you 
to join their 5th annual Jingle Bell 
Run on December 6th. There will 
be a 5k, 1 mile and Kids Dash!

This is a festive family event 
to promote health and wellness 
in our schools and community.  
Whether it’s your first event or 
50th, lace up your shoes, put on 
your reindeer cheer and come out 
for some jingle bell fun!

This year’s theme is:  “Penguin!” 
Costume awards will be given for 
several categories, so get creative.

This is also a great opportunity 
to give back to families in our 
community with a new-shoe 
donation drive.  Donate a new 
pair of shoes, in any size and be 
entered to win a prize.

For more information or to 
pre-register for the event, contact 
Nelsonfamilyfunrun@yahoo.
com.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o 
our 2014 S chools of 
Distinction!

Every year, the Center for 
E d u c a t i o n a l  Ef f e c t i v e n e s s 
releases its list of schools that 
have demonstrated outstanding 
improvement in reading and 
math.  We are extremely excited to 
announce that the following three 
Bethel schools are once again 
among the top 5% of schools, 
statewide:
•	 Centennial Elementary 2013, 

2014
•	 Evergreen Elementary 2011, 

2012, 2013, 2014
•	 Nelson elementary 2012, 2013, 

2014
Our congratulations go to the 

staff of these schools for all of their 
hard work, dedication and for 
their exceptional efforts towards 
improving student achievement.

This is the eighth year of the 
School of distinction awards.  
Winners included 54 elementary 
schools, 22 middle/junior high 
schools,17 high schools, and 8 
alternative schools.

Preparing for Winter
With the winter  weather 

quickly approaching, we wanted 
to remind you of the many ways 
you can stay in touch with the 
district to find out about delays 
and closures in the event of 
inclement weather.  In addition 
to the local news stations and 
the phone calls we send out the 
mornings of, you can also look to 
our district website as well as our 
district’s Facebook and Twitter 
accounts for timely updates.  
You can find links to those on 
the district homepage, www.
bethelsd.org.  It is important to 
remember that our district covers 
202 square miles, so while there 
may not be snow in your area, 
other sections of the district may 
be experiencing more severe 
weather conditions.
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Last year Cedarcrest Middle 
School honored beloved teacher 
Minta Wulf during their first ever 
Pink Out Day in support of breast 
cancer awareness.  Wulf was 
diagnosed with cancer in 2010, 
beat it, and then was forced to 
fight it a second time, a battle she 
sadly lost earlier this year.

“Minta’s spirit is strong in this 
building and she would have loved 
today,” said teacher Stephani 
Ovechka, speaking about this 
year’s second annual Pink Out 
Day.  “She is definitely looking 

“ W e  r u n  f o r  M i n t a ! ”

I N  B R I E F

down on Cedarcrest.”
Cedarcrest’s Pink Out Day serves 

as the school’s first pep rally of the 
year, shining the spotlight on the 
school’s student athletes.  One 
team that got special recognition 
was the girl’s cross-country team, 
who was undefeated this season.  
Wulf coached that team in years 
past, and this year the girls are all 
sporting cross-country shirts that 
read, “We run for Minta!”

“Mi n t a  f o u g h t  f o r  y e a r s 
and rarely missed work,” said 
Ovechka.  “She would go have 

Bethel’s Friday Night Lights

B H S  s o p h o m o r e  i s  B M X  s u p e r s t a r !

Cedarcrest Middle School’s girls cross-country team is undefeated 
this year.  Their team shirts read, “We run for Minta!”

Staff members at Cedarcrest Middle School honor the memory of 
teacher Minta Wulf who lost her battle with cancer earlier this year.  
The pink ribbon T-shirts have text on the back that says, “Miss you 
already! – Minta.”

Ella Austin, a sophomore at Bethel High School, is a BMX racer on the Austin BMX Club team.  She races 20” and 24” wheeled bikes and finished 
in third and second place (respectively) in Washington state for 2014.  Recently she took a trip to California for the West Region Gold Cup Series 
Finals where she competed in the 24” (cruiser) class.  Her final score earned her a second place title!  Ella is pictured here with her two siblings.

radiation and then come back 
to school.  Even at the end, she 
was coming to the track meets 
because she wanted to give the 
licorice to the kids.”

“That was the last text she 
sent me,” said coach Kevin 
Shanley.  “On her way to the 
hospital she texted, ‘Kevin, did 
you give them the licorice?’”

“The joy of those girls, they 
love running and they love 
running for her,” said teacher 
Maggie Leger.  “One of the first 
times I was in the locker room 

with them, one of them said, 
‘Now this year we are doing this 
for Minta!’  They were jumping 
and screaming and joyful and 
that’s what she would have 
loved.”

“Minta left a legacy for this 
school that won’t be forgotten 
for a very long time,” said Sue 
Mackie, Cedarcrest’s campus 
safety.  Kevin Shanley agreed, 
“She did everything with a 
passion.  She was larger than 
life.”

Football season came to an end with Graham-Kapowsin 
High School playing in the state football playoffs against 
Gig Harbor.  Congratulations to all our student athletes!



D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

DECEMBER
Dec. 9: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Dec. 22-31:  Winter Break (No 
School)

JANUARY
Jan. 1-2:   Winter Break (No 
School)

Jan. 7:  Late Arrival

Jan. 13: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Jan. 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day (No School)

Jan. 27: School Board Meeting, 
CPE, 7 p.m.

Jan. 27:  HS End of 2nd 
Quarter/Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal

FEBRUARY
Feb. 4:  Late Arrival

Feb. 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Feb. 13: Snow Make-up or 
Winter Break (No School)

Feb. 16:  President’s Day (No 
School)

Feb. 17:  Waiver Day #2 (No 
School for Students)

Feb. 25: School Board Meeting, 
SE, 7 p.m.

MARCH
Mar. 4  Late Arrival

Mar. 10:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 13:  MS/Elementary End of 
Trimester, Early Dismissal

Mar. 14:  HS/MS Vocal Solo & 
Ensemble Contest

Mar. 17:  MS Battle of the Books, 
FMS, 7 p.m.

Mar. 19:  Transition Fair, PCSC, 
6 - 8 p.m.

Mar. 21:   Frontier Jazz Festival 
Concert, FMS, 7 p.m.

Mar. 24:  School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Mar. 25:  District Choir Festival 
#1, PLU, 6:30 p.m.

Mar. 26:  District Choir Festival 
#2, PLU, 6:30 p.m.

Mar. 30-31:  Spring Break (No 
School)
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B S D  S C H O O L  B O A R D

Captain America battles bullies in Bethel!
For the past three years, 

s u p e r h e r o e s  f r o m  Ma r v e l 
Comics have visited the Bethel 
School District to talk about 
bullying.  “In partnership with 
the Joint Base Lewis McChord 
command, the School Liaison 
Office and the Family Advocacy 
Program, the Marvel characters 
have been available to present 
school presentations on such 
topics as child abuse awareness, 
r e c o g n i z i n g  r e s i l i e n c y 
characteristics in themselves 
and anti-bullying classes,” said 
JBLM’s Norma Melo.

S t u d e n t s  a t  G r a h a m 
Elementary were among those in 
our district who got to hear what 
Captain America had to say this 
year.  During his presentation 
he talked to them about why 
bullies act the way they do, had 
students act and react to bullying 
situations and even took a phone 
call from none other than Iron 
Man.

Students like Elias McDonald 
really took a lot away from the 
experience, “I learned that you 
never put your hands on people, 
so say someone was on the bus 
and they were asking for your 
lunch money, you would say ‘no’ 
and then you would go tell the 
teacher if the bus was stopped.”

Students in Bethel schools 
are already learning about 

bullying from their teachers in 
the classrooms, but Norma Melo 
said having a superhero drive 
the point home really helps.  
“The majority of the characters 
are fighters for justice.  They 
strive to give those with less of 
a voice the opportunity to say 
and understand that it is okay to 
do the right thing, even if it isn’t 
popular.”

“Sometimes we say or do things 
that are not okay with others and 
we aren’t aware of it,” said Melo.  
“The characters allow all of us to 
pause and think that maybe what 
we are saying or doing is not right 
and not welcomed by another.  
We too can be superheroes if we 
can stand up for ourselves and 
others.”

Captain America is the third 

visitor from Marvel Comics to the 
Bethel School District; last year 
Spider-Man paid our students a 
visit.  Melo said the relationship 
between JBLM and Bethel allows 
Marvel’s superheroes to visit 
our schools at no expense to the 
district.

Roy’s 15th Annual Red Ribbon Week!
Every year to kick off Red 

Ribbon Week, students at Roy 
Elementary release hundreds 
of helium balloons into the air.  
Attached to each balloon is a 
tag that, along with the school’s 
address, reads, “This balloon was 
released during a celebration 
for ‘Red Ribbon Week’ for Drug 
Awareness.  Our students would 
love to receive postcards from 
the places where the balloons 
landed.”  Throughout the school 
year, people who find the tags 
mail back notes to the school 
telling the students where the tag 
was found.

“In the past, teachers in the 
fifth grade have done a science 
thing,” said Kim Nelson, who 
organizes the annual event.  “A 
lot of people will send pictures 
or give the longitude and latitude 
of where they found it, especially 
if they’re hunting.  We keep a 
bulletin board up all school year 

and then the students can figure 
out the wind current for that day 
and the distance from here to 
where it was found.”

This is the 15th year Roy has 
celebrated Red Ribbon Week, 
and the milestone was visually 
apparent, “We got sponsors!” 
said Nelson.  Every student and 
teacher was wearing Red Ribbon 
Week T-shirts donated by the 
Roy Lions and Remax Country 
out of Yelm.  The T-shirts read, 
“My future is bright, no drugs 
in sight.”

But the kids weren’t the only 
ones with new clothes, “Jake’s 
got a new outfit this year!” said 
Nelson.  This is Jacob Hawk’s 
eighth year as Sergeant Red 
Ribbon, a role he stepped into 
after his father, who served as 
Chief Red Ribbon, passed away.  
This year Sergeant Red Ribbon 
got a cape to add to his costume.  
Chief Red Ribbon always wore a 

Students at Roy Elementary kicked off Red Ribbon Week with their 15th annual balloon launch.  Each balloon is tied to a card that encourages 
the finder to send the school a postcard.  In the past, balloons have made it all the way to Ohio!

cape, and Hawk decided for the 
15th annual Red Ribbon Day it 
was time Sergeant Red Ribbon 
got his.  Hawk’s cape was made 
by the same Roy Lion’s Club  
member who made Chief Red 
Ribbon’s cape.

Before the balloon launch the 
students gathered in the gym 
for what is known as the loudest 
assembly of the year, or what 
Hawk calls, “controlled chaos.”

“This is sort of the kickoff for 
the entire year,” said Nelson.  
“They know when they see one of 
us, we are the reminder to them 
that we are their example.  We are 
living drug fee, and explaining to 
them what drug free means.  A 
lot of the kindergartners will say, 
‘So that means my mom and dad 
shouldn’t smoke?’  And we say, 
yes.  That is correct.”

This year, the rainy weather 
had everyone worried about 
the balloon launch.  Hawk 

remembers the launch two years 
ago when it was raining, “They 
went like, four or five feet up and 
then right into the trees.”

“After the buses left it cleared 
– of course – so we gathered 
them all up and we went into the 
parking lot and were releasing 
these huge groups of balloons so 
hopefully we got some responses 
back, which we did.  But it still 
wasn’t the same for the kids.”

In the past students have 
gotten postcards from Nebraska, 
Idaho, Alberta, Wyoming and 
even Ohio.  “Last year they didn’t 
go as far, they only made it to 
eastern Washington last year,” 
said Nelson.  “It just depends on 
the weather.”

The balloon launch is just the 
beginning.  Red Ribbon Week at 
Roy Elementary also features a 
food drive, spirit days and poster 
and essay contests.

Students at Graham Elementary School were among many in the Bethel School District who got a visit 
from Captain America.


